
SC
U
T
T
L
E
B
U
T
T

Marine Corps League
Tar Heel Detachment # 733

June  2022

Tar Heel Officers

Toby Roberts  Commandant
814-931-0420
USMCToby1@hotmail.com

Russell Barber Sr. Vice
Commandant
864-556-4057
REMPTYJAR@aol.com

Earl Linthicum  Jr. Vice 
Commandant
919-215-5730
linthicj@bellsouth.net 

Jim Mitchell Judge Advocate
TO BE VOTED ON

Gene Taxis 
Paymaster/ Adjutant
919-448-6596
Gene.marine1@gmail.com

Jim Lewis Sergeant At Arms
mongoose2633@yahoo.com

Sean Van Pallandt Historian
svanpallandt@live.com

John Saitta Chaplain
919-332-1477
J.SAITTA@YAHOO.COM

David Gardener Eagle Scouts 
Coordinator
gardener1941@att.net

Brian Alston
Capital City Young Marines
alstonb@capcityym.com

Hershel “Woody” Williams
Oldest Living Medal of 

Honor Winner  - A Loss of a 
Great Marine



UPCOMING EVENTS

• July 3 - Tarheel Detachment Meeting

• Aug. 14-19 Daytona Beach Florida

• Sept. 30 – Tarheel Golf Fundraiser 
Hillandale Golf Course Durham, NC

• Oct. 23 - Beirut Memorial Remembrance

Marine Corps League
Commandant 

Next Meeting Wed JULY 3 
7:00pm VFW Cary NC

Vietnam, 3rdRecon Bn, A Patrol Somewhere, Anytime In I 
Corps, RVN:

SOP: 7 Marines for 7 Days in, “Clearly Unfriendly 
Countryside” Hoping To Spot the Viet Cong or NVA “Bad 
Guys” Enemy Before They Saw Us.

Details: Marines with an Intelligence MOS (Marines have 
always considered the word, “intelligence” an oxymoron”) 
plotted possible enemy locations to be identified by 
Recon Marines afoot in the jungle. They used aerial 
photographs, reports of recent enemy sightings and 
guesses… Some combat Marines thought the 
“intelligence” MOS stood for, “Managed to be out of the 
s—t…

More SOP: on patrol, the “Harbor Site” was the overnight 
stay. We slept with one Marine hopefully awake on watch 
with the radio for an hour or so receiving code numbered 
clicks and returning code number clicks if all was ok. We 
listened to the gooks try to slander us on captured AN-
PRC 25, “our” radios. We had to be silent as our 3rdRecon 
Patch included the word “Silent”. If the s—t hit the fan
we were not silent but swift and deadly… We camped out 
in a circle facing our noses and our full automatic M-14 
rifles outboard.

Enuf background. At daylight our bathroom scene was 
the jungle floor, one movement at a time. Number 2 was 
done politely 20’-30’ away from our, “circle’. Two M-14s 
were aimed at our butts hopefully to prevent the bad 
guys from stumbling on the “scene”.

At some point the Lt. had to perform. Down came the 
britches. Down came the skivvy drawers. Several 
despicable blood sucking leeches had spent the night in 
my privates. Blood covered the front of the 

undergarment. I thought  nothing of it as it occurred 
frequently. As I headed back to the “circle” there was 
universal grinning. A Marine said, “Lt, If I’d have known 
you were going to be on your period I would not have 
come on this patrol. Untactical guffawing by all probably 
could have been heard 50 meters away thru the jungle.

Moral of the story: if you 
don’t have a sense of 
humor (stifled information 
or during COD) you won’t 
make it as a United States 
Marine.

Writer’s note the spelling of 
enuf, thru, thot are my 
Mother’s way of saving 
ink…

Semper Fidelis! Marines TR



Marine Corps League
Sr.Vice Commandant

Marines, Jarheads, Devil Dogs, Friends 
of the Marine Corps League.

We are in the planning stage for a 
fundraising golf tournament at the 
Hillandale golf coarse in Durham (Sat 
30 September).  So far, we have a 
committee of Barber, Oliver, Taxis, and 
Mitchell have volunteered already, 
however, need more help.  

The Marine Corps birthday committee 
has been established; Pat Barber, 
Marylyn  Lewis, plus more volunteers 
needed to start planning a casual 
event at VFW in November. Will need 
help from the whole Detachment to 
make it happen. 

Let me know how we can increase 
membership. A social event should be 
planned to encourage new blood.  

Semper Fi,
Russ



Marine Corps League
Jr.. Vice Commandant

LET US KEEP IN OUR HEART, MIND 
AND PRAYERS A SWIFT RECOVERY FOR 
EARL PLEASE FEEL FREE TO EMAIL HIM 
OR TEXT HIM A MESSAGE. 

linthicj@bellsouth.net or call me a 919-215-
5730. 

Remember the drawing will be Nov. 10, so 
you have plenty of time. Just don’t let it slip 
up on you!

Semper fi, Earl Linthicum

mailto:linthicj@bellsouth.net


Marine Corps League
CHAPLAIN CORNER

•Cpl. Nathan E. Carlson, 21, of Winnebago, Illinois, a 
Tiltrotor Crew Chief
•Capt. Nicholas P. Losapio, 31, of New Durham, New 
Hampshire, an MV-22B Pilot
•Cpl. Seth D. Rasmuson, 21, of Johnson County, 
Wyoming, a Tiltrotor Crew Chief
•Capt. John J. Sax, 33, of Placer County, California, an 
MV-22B Pilot
•Lance Cpl. Evan A. Strickland, 19, of Valencia, New 
Mexico, a Tiltrotor Crew Chief

Prayers for those we lost 



TUESDAY MORNING MCL PLANNING 
IS TOUGH DUTY



Marine Corps League
June Historical Moments

JUNE 29, 2022, Oldest living Medal of Honor Winner – Hershel “Woody” Williams
Loss of a great Marine

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the 
call of duty as demolition sergeant serving with the 21st Marines, 3d Marine Division, 
in action against enemy Japanese forces on Iwo Jima, Volcano Islands, 23 February 
1945. Quick to volunteer his services when our tanks were maneuvering vainly to 
open a lane for the infantry through the network of reinforced concrete pillboxes, 
buried mines, and black volcanic sands, Cpl. Williams daringly went forward alone to 
attempt the reduction of devastating machine-gun fire from the unyielding positions. 
Covered only by four riflemen, he fought desperately for four hours under terrific 
enemy small-arms fire and repeatedly returned to his own lines to prepare demolition 
charges and obtain serviced flamethrowers, struggling back, frequently to the rear of 
hostile emplacements, to wipe out one position after another. On one occasion, he 
daringly mounted a pillbox to insert the nozzle of his flamethrower through the air 
vent, killing the occupants, and silencing the gun; on another he grimly charged 
enemy riflemen who attempted to stop him with bayonets and destroyed them with a 
burst of flame from his weapon. His unyielding determination and extraordinary 
heroism in the face of ruthless enemy resistance were directly instrumental in 
neutralizing one of the most fanatically defended Japanese strongpoints encountered 
by his regiment and aided vitally in enabling his company to reach its objective. Cpl. 
Williams' aggressive fighting spirit and valiant devotion to duty throughout this 
fiercely contested action sustain and enhance the highest traditions of the U.S. Naval 
Service.

RANK: CORPORAL (HIGHEST RANK: CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER FOUR)
CONFLICT/ERA: WORLD WAR II
UNIT/COMMAND:
HEADQUARTERS COMPANY, 1ST BATTALION, 21ST MARINES,
3D MARINE DIVISION
MILITARY SERVICE BRANCH: U.S. MARINE CORPS RESERVE
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION DATE: FEBRUARY 23, 1945
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION PLACE: IWO JIMA, VOLCANO ISLANDS



Marine Corps League 
Court of Honor 









Marine Corps League 
Adjutant Corner

PTSD 
Post-traumatic stress disorder is a mental health condition trigger by a terrifying event causing flashbacks, 
nightmares and severe anxiety, behavioral-agitation irritability, hostility self-destructive behavior, or self-
isolation. As members of the league, we need to ask some question.

1 who has PTSD 
2what triggers it.

First let’s look at the way we treat members both old and new.
Old first the first thing most of us done when we got out was let hair grow out. We are lucky if they are 
wearing shoes much less shine them. 

New members we are trying to recruit, they aren't looking for someone to tell them what to wear or how 
to wear it. If that was what they were looking for they would have stayed in the Corps. I can see that dog 
trying to do a math problem look on your face, asking what this has to do with us. 

Everyone has a form of PTSD (everyone) So when you make a suggestion to someone as to let's say their 
ribbons are over the over the wrong pocket don't do it in front of people and not in the I'm smarter than 
you voice. 

There is a name for so called leaders who do that (no not that name) it is "name on the door syndrome" 
This is their way of making other people think they are as important is they
themselves feel they are. This is the way they shine the name plate on the door. 

Folks with PTSD will feel that you have shamed and embarrassed them and will walk away, and some will 
not come back. It may make you feel like a great leader, but it may cost us a member and them much 
more. They feel singled out when they need to be part of a group.

What have you done by shine the name on your door, all of us needs someone to talk too. As marines we 
need to be able to tell our stories: even when they start this is no bull shit  We 
need to talk to people that know the difference between a 29er 2 and a M79. Yes, the older we get the 
better we were, but it maybe you need to tell a story next time. You have put yourself on high and not an 
equal, not someone that they can turn to without being judged. We must remember we are a brotherhood 
not on active duty.  We need to stop wearing our ego over our left shirt pocket, "Who’s also served that 
stand and wait" remember the Folks who never seen combat, wife, children, mothers, fathers, brothers, 
and sisters. 

A chest full of medals means one of two things, you are a good trooper, or you were drinking buddies with 
the company clerk.  Most marines can't remember if the purple heart goes before your good conduct 
ribbon and don't care, that is behind us. What we do know is the whiskey is strong and the beer is cold.
Sometimes a warrior will keep an item from a friend that didn't come home, maybe a pin, medal, or rank 
insignia. They wear it to keep that person alive in their heart. "Survivors Remorse", is one of the most 
common forms of PTSD. They will wear the item everywhere, even the military understand this and make 
concessions. I was told once by a door shiner that the reason was if everyone was not in proper uniform 
that Sempi Fi would not print the picture. After looking at the pictures in the magazine, I discovered that 
the last time I smell anything like that I was putting on the roses.  



Marine Corps League 
Adjutant Corner

By asking someone to remove these items from their shirt in their mind is like spitting on the grave. Again, 
we are a brotherhood not on active duty. 

If you have ever been on the phone with a person young or old that is talking about taking their life. You 
talk and hope that you say the right thing and if you hear the calm in their voice and the subject changes 
you know you have won. We need to welcome our brother and sisters, and if they wear tennis shoes with 
their red dress so be it. Don't tell them about the rules, try to find out the reason first.

There are three things in our life that give us stress 
Spending money we don't have 
On things we don't need 
To impress people, we don't like 
God give us ten rules to live a good life, those rules work at being a good Marine Corps League member 
also.

Semper Fi and God bless the United States and our beloved Corps.

Jim Lewis



Capital City Young Marines

Led by Unit 
Commander Brian 
Alston, the 
Capital City 
Young Marines 
conducted 
themselves 
worthy of Marine 
excellence.   



Capital City Young Marines
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Marine Corps League
June 2022
Minutes 

.  Opening Ceremony: At 1900 hours, Colors Posted and Allegiance to flag was recited.
A. Meeting was conducted at the VFW Post 7383, 522 Reedy Creek Rd. Cary, NC. 27516 by Commandant Toby 

Roberts
B. Welcome to all: Total Present 12 in attendance. One (1) new application for membership. (Ephrem 

Loranger)
C. Meeting status: There was a quorum present. 

2. Recognition of All Guests:
Spouses of members: Lewis, Barber, Loranger, Brown, and Cargill
Guest Dean DeOgny
3. New Member Ephrem Loranger was sworn in.  He has an administrative background retiring in 1978. (25 1/2 yrs.) 
3. Roll Call of Officers: PRESENT: Toby Roberts, Commandant; Gene Taxis, Adjutant/ Paymaster; James Lewis, Sgt 
at Arms; James Mitchell, Web Site & Zoom coordinator; Jim Mitchell, Judge Advocate; John Saitta, Chaplain; Russell 
Barber, Sr Vice Commandant; Pamela Thomas, President Tar Heel # 733 Woman’s Auxiliary; David Gardener, Eagle 
Scout Coordinator
EXCUSED: Sean Van Pallandt, Historian; Earl Linthicum, Jr. Vice Commandant.     

4. New Business: 
A. Sr Vice Russel Barber reported on the success of Memorial Day – recommends we do an after- action 

report and schedule a rehearsal next year to eliminate the small glitches.
Recommended we have the Beirut bombing remembrance at the Cary freedom park instead of Capital. We plan to 
ask Al Pasquale to take the lead as in the past. GySgt Sherman has a list of all contacts to help organize the Cary 
movers and shakers.
Our Sr Vice has proposed a golf tournament at the Hillandale golf coarse. (Sat 30 September).  Committee of Barber, 
Oliver, Taxis, Mitchell have volunteered already, however, need more help. 
Marine Corps birthday committee established; Pat Barber, Maryland Lewis, plus more volunteers needed to start 
planning a casual event at VFW in November. Will need help from the whole Detachment to make it happen. 
Sr. Vice solicited ideas to increase membership. A social event should be planned to encourage new blood. MS 
GySgt Barber also recommended a card to thank those that supported Memorial Day. Adjutant Taxis has letterhead 
to support the effort. 

B. John Saitta talked about local support for upcoming events and will share the updated Public Affairs 
contact sheet he used this past Memorial Day.  John Staley reminded the membership that we, Det #733 purchased 
the Marine flag at the Cary Freedom Park off N. Harrison Ave, Cary.

C. John Staley motioned we give a $50.00 gift card to St Francis string quartet and $50.00 card to James 
White the Bag Piper.  They have been performing this venue for the past 15 Plus years. After discussion, seconded 

by Jim Mitchell; then by voice vote approved. Pay master will cut checks to buy gift cards.
C. James Mitchell has been approved to be the DoNC North East DVC. replacing Bill Brown. Bill has assumed duties 
as DoNC Judge Advocate.

D. Pam Thomas president, MCL Aux, was given a huge thank you & hand for the outstanding prayer 
delivered at the Memorial Day observance. She capitalized on the time to promote joint operations with the 
Detachment, and the need to promote social media. 
The MCL Aux is conducting this month’s Durham’s VA Service day with a focus and  need for the  Detachment and 
Aux to come together  
E. James Mitchell has volunteered to be our web site (tarheedetachment#733 MCL) coordinator, between the Det 
and Rose Ferreri Web Master; and requests that all info slated to go onto the Web Site be funneled through him.  
His email address is “iratevet@outlook,com”. Cell 254-495-0802



Marine Corps League
June 2022
Minutes 

F. Paymaster Report: For the month of May 2022: 
Check Book Balance 4/30/2022 - $ 10572.16 - Income: $363.00 total -Expenses: $1425.00 - Outstanding checks 
#5142 $40.00 & #5143 $10.00 for dues–Balance of check book $9510.16 - 2 CDs - earned .02 interest - CD Balance 
as of 4/23/22    $2,172.84 – New balance check book brought forward $1683.00. A motion to approve the report 
subject to audit will be conducted next month. 
The check for Luke Heard was made out directly to the individual to resolve a grant issue with NC State policy & 
Luke Heard; which was to deduct the $500 scholarship from his $1000.00 grant. Rewriting the check made it a 
legitimate workaround; approved by the Commandant and Judge Advocate. 
G. Motion to approve last months’ minutes was made by Jim Mitchell and 2nd by John Booth. By voice vote 
approved.  

H. Anna Munoz has written a love story and detailed her escape from Poland & the German Nazis during 
WWll.  Jim Lewis has a copy which he’s willing to loan out.  From those who have read it say it’s a must read. 

I. John Saitta was presented the MCL Associate of the Year award medal and plaque.  Congratulation for an 
awesome job and support of the Detachment.
Dave Gardener was presented a Grumpy Old Marine coffee cup for his outstanding support of the detachment and 
many hours of community service work. 
5. Chaplain: Do we have any reports of sickness, distress or death:

A. Russ Oliver briefed condition of Richard Patrick and wife Cam as they continue to remain optimistic and 
positive.  Please keep them in your prayers

B.  Pray for all members of our Detachment who are up in age. 
C.  Andrew Blizzard remains the same after surgery; he is still on a feeding tube due to throat cancer. He asks 

you text him rather than calling. 
D. Sean Van Pallandt remains on the mend with stronger medicine. Should be driving next month. He said he 

would be at our 6 July meeting. 
E.  Earl Linthicum wife’s sister has passed away. Prayers of strength and comfort at this time.
F. Finlayson and wife had a trip and fall accident. Both remain semi-immobilized at this time.  Prayers for full 

recovery. 
6. Unfinished business: 
A. Jim Lewis gave a presentation on PTSD. He asked we include the full text in this month’s scuttlebutt.

7.  Announcements:       
A. Mid East Div Conference 23-24 June – Raleigh Crabtree Mall, Hilton - Devil dog Growl on the 13th. Business 

meeting 14th - Banquet Sat night with Guest speaker Lieutenant General J B Laster President and CEO of Toys 4 Tots 
Foundation.

8.  Marines or Navy Corpsman Killed on active duty: 4 Marines were killed in an Osprey accident during Norway 
exercise. Pray for strength for the families and friends. 

13.   Closing Ceremony! 21:15. 



Marine Corps League 
Detachment #733 

Business Sponsors
Please support !!!!!

HOLLAND RENT-ALL                         5118 Western Blvd., Raleigh, NC 27606
www.hollandrentall.com 919-851-4378

Aversboro Restaurant Sports Bar 1411 Aversboro Rd., Garner, NC 27529 
http://aversbororestaurant.com 919-779-6661

Cover My Floors                               201 Tryon Rd., Raleigh, NC 27603 919-662-0243
www.covermyfloorsnc.com

Auto Interiors & Tops Inc.              2808 S. Wilmington St., Raleigh, NC 27603
www.autointeriorsandtops.com 919-821-4425

Arvin, Inc. Lawnmower                   5850 Fayetteville Rd., Raleigh, NC 27603

Murray’s Tire and Auto Service    1202 S Saunders St., Raleigh, NC 27603  
www.murraystirebargains.com 919-821-0573

Grocery Boy Jr.                                 2101 Lake Wheeler Rd., Raleigh, NC 27603      
www.groceryboyracing.com 919-821-2586

The Bull & Bear Bar & Grill            5442 Six Forks Rd., Raleigh, NC 919-847-3617
https://the-bull-bear.business.site

Ten Ten Auto Service                     4312 Ten Ten Rd., Apex, NC 27539
www.TenTenAuto.com 919-367-6433

Gower’s Brake & Alignment         2720 S Saunders St., Raleigh, NC 27603
www.gowersbrakeandalign.com 919-834-5909            

A Special Event  Party Equip.        104 West Vance St., Fuquay Varina, NC 27526
www.aspecialeventtriangle.com 919-832-5463

Raleigh East Concrete                      P.O. Box 33322, Raleigh, NC 27636
www.RaleighEastConcrete.com 919-810-0571

European Performance                   5641 Hillsborough St., Raleigh, NC 27606
www.europeanperformance.net 919-803-3045

High Park Bar & Grill                        625 E. Whitaker Mill Rd., Raleigh, NC 27608
www.highparkbarandgrill.com 919-833-4527

http://www.hollandrentall.com/
http://aversbororestaurant.com/
http://www.covermyfloorsnc.com/
http://www.autointeriorsandtops.com/
http://www.murraystirebargains.com/
http://www.groceryboyracing.com/
https://the-bull-bear.business.site/
http://www.tentenauto.com/
http://www.gowersbrakeandalign.com/
http://www.aspecialeventtriangle.com/
http://www.raleigheastconcrete.com/
http://www.europeanperformance.net/
http://www.highparkbarandgrill.com/
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Memorial Day National Donut Day

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18
CALVIN HARPER
DAVID BUTLER

19 20 21 22 23 24 25
Father's Day

MICHELLE MITZI 
MANNING

SUE ELLEN 
BEAULIEU

26 27 28 29 30 1 2

JUNE  2022

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

26 27 28 29 30 1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Independence Day KEVIN JOBST BRADY MOORE

10 11 12 13 14 15 16
GERALD MEE
JOHN STALEY

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

JASON HALL

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31 1 2 3 4 5 6

JULY  2022


