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Tar Heel  Calendar

FUTURE MCL EVENTS IN 2020

Memorial Day Celebration
MAY 25 State Capitol Raleigh NC 

50th Convention 
JULY 10-11 Charlotte, NC 

National Convention                                        
AUG 8-15 Daytona Beach, Fla

PURPLE HEART DINNER 
AUGUST 29 TBD

Modern Day Expo                                             
SEPT 22-24 Quantico, VA

Marine Corps League
Commandant 

Next Meeting  TBD
Christ the King Lutheran Church, 
Cary, 1800 Social  1900 Meeting

Hello, Marines and Members of the Tar Heel Detachment,

If under normal conditions as an organization, we would be 
preparing for the Wreath laying at the Capital.  Do to the 
Corona-Virus mandate our ability to do many things have been 
reduced. We may be able to have a small group to do the 
Wreath laying at the Capital with no guests.

Our Detachment was able to complete the installation and get 
our ROI (Report of Office Installation) in before everything shut 
down. 

I have been told the Budget and Finance Committee and the 
Bylaws Committee with the Staff Judge Advocate are  
progressing well using e-mail, phone and text. 

With the stay-at-home order, I think we all still have time for 
reflection on the past and what the future holds.

Folks, I became a United States Marine and a number of years 
later I volunteered to become a Drill Instructor.  As Drill 
Instructors we worked together as a Team, we made new 
Marines to fill in the void created when we decided to leave 
the Corps. I have pride in the Marines that I helped develop, 
many whom still keep in touch, often sharing what they have 
accomplished.

I have taken the position of Commandant of the Tar Heel 
Detachment for a 2nd tour. I rely on all of you to step up and 
help me with your knowledge or expertise.

I taught my Marines on and off the Drill Field that if they saw a 
problem they were to come to me with the problem and a 
solution to fix it.  Why can’t we do the same as a detachment? 

I go to NC Department and National meetings on my own dime 
to receive information from the leadership of the Marine Corps 
League on ways to help better our detachment.  We all need to 
work together and make things happen for the good of 
everyone.  Let’s stop finding fault and start looking for 
solutions to move our Detachment forward again and this time 
as (1) One TEAM!

Semper Fi and Have a Great Day!  Bruce



Marine Corps League
Vice Commandant

Marines,

It seems that it has been a lifetime since we were able to 
socialize as a group, we now must maintain Social distancing. 
In fact it has been almost 3 months since I have been to the 
Barber, I will be an excellent Santa’s Helper at Christmas, with 
a longer, fuller white beard.

Don’t forget that Monday 25 May is Memorial Day at the State 
Capitol 1-E-Edenton St 1000 hrs.   Always a very important day 
to remember our fallen  Warriors of all Wars in the History of 
the United States of America.  Red, White and Blue colors 
should be worn !!  Remember we must respect each other’s 
health and well-being.
IMPROVISE-ADAPT-OVERCOME
SEMPER FIDELIS

Respectfully Submitted
Al Pasquale Your Sr Vice
SEMPER FIDELIS



Chaplain’s Corner

A Solemn Obligation
As we approach Memorial Day this year, let us be mindful of our obligations as Veterans to 
the Fallen.  For many in the United States, Memorial Day is a day off from school and work 
when you can enjoy the warm weather and spend time with family. For those who have 
served, however, Memorial Day means much more.

Marines have served our country in every conflict, small and large, for over 200 years.  Their 
blood was shed all over this world in the name of freedom.  For the most part, the Fallen 
tended to be young.  Many of them fell before they could meet that special girl, before they 
could be married and before they became fathers.  So who will mourn for those without 
issue?  Naturally, it is the obligation of every nephew and niece of those lost to honor their 
memory and that obligation continues from one generation to the next.  Unfortunately, 
many family members loose interest in the memory of their uncle or great uncle once their 
elderly family members pass.

So who is left to honor the Fallen?  That, Marines, is our obligation.  We who served and 
survived must honor the Fallen.  What is the price of freedom or peace?  In the midst of our 
current challenges we face with regards to the Coronavirus we often lose sight of the 
amount of sacrifice this country has made. 

I once had the opportunity to visit the National World War II Museum in New Orleans.  They 
had a wonderful exhibit on D-Day in France.  There was a chart on the wall showing how 
many lives were lost on each beach during the invasion.  It was a very effective way to show 
how many soldiers were lost on the Norman coast that day and the number of KIAs was 
sobering.  The path through the museum then led you to go around the corner where 
another exhibit waited.  This exhibit was entitled, “The Other D-Days in the Pacific.”   And on 
this wall was an account of all of the KIAs from all of the amphibious assaults in the Pacific 
theater.  There were more than 100 “D-Days” in the East and the casualties were staggering.  
The war in the Pacific was truly a fight to the death.  The designer of the museum exhibits 
clearly wanted you to see a dramatic comparison and I have never forgotten it.

It is our duty to remember our fallen heroes from all of our conflicts and honor their 
memories this and each Memorial Day. We also have an obligation to make sure the 
celebration of Memorial Day is carried outside of our relatively small community of Veterans 
and Gold Star families and shared with the general public.  



Chaplain’s Corner

Our freedom we enjoy can be directly drawn from the book of Micah in the Old 
Testament that was frequently quoted by George Washington, “Let everyone sit 
in safety under his own vine and fig tree and there shall be none to make him 
afraid.”  Let us all sit in the shade and enjoy our freedoms this Memorial Day and 
may God grant you the peace and freedom we all deserve.  

Jeff Mixon,  Chaplain





“This is a reminder that Memorial Day is right around the 
corner.  John’s Marine Corps League Detachment will present 
an abbreviated version of their yearly service of placing a 
wreath at the military section of the state capital on 
Memorial Day Monday May 25th at 10:00am.  This wreath 
represents individuals of all branches of our military who 
paid the ultimate sacrifice.”

Coble Staley 

John & Coble Staley





Marine Corps Historical Events

On May 9th in 1942, a United States Coast Guard cutter sinks a German submarine 
just off the coast of North Carolina. Dozens of Germans are captured.

Yes, you read that correctly. A German submarine was patrolling the east coast of the 
United States during the early months of World War II. The Germans captured that 
day were the first foreign prisoners of war to be held on American soil since the War 
of 1812. Trouble began on the afternoon of May 9.

U.S.C.G. Icarus was then traveling from Staten Island, New York, to Key West, Florida. 
She was equipped with relatively obsolete sound detection gear. Nevertheless, at 
about 4:20 p.m., she picked up a “mushy” sound contact off her port bow.

A few minutes later, an explosion rocked the water. German submarine U-352 was 
lurking just below the surface. Its commander, Kapitänleutnant Hellmut Rathke, at 
first thought he’d struck the American ship.  But he hadn’t.

Rathke took his submarine down, hoping to hide, but the water was only 120 feet 
deep—and Icarus’s commander, U.S. Coast Guard Lt. Maurice Jester, wasn’t messing 
around! By then, Icarus had picked up propeller noises. Jester turned Icarus toward 
the Germans before ordering five depth-charges dropped in a diamond pattern.  
More depth charges followed. Jester was following U-352’s sonar trail.

Explosions from the depth-charges wreaked havoc below. The German submarine 
was rocked violently, killing at least one crew member. Rathke apparently came to 
the conclusion that his vessel was too damaged to survive, so he brought U-352 to 
the surface: The German crew was ordered to abandon ship.

Rathke would later bemoan the fact that his men were fired upon as his submarine 
surfaced and his men came spilling out of the conning tower—but Americans didn’t 
know what was coming! Were the submarine’s deck guns functional?

U-352 couldn’t stay afloat for more than a few minutes. As it sank out of sight, Icarus 
could still make out propeller noises, so Jester ordered one last charge dropped. A 
huge air bubble rose to the surface, then all noises ceased. The submarine was gone. 
Jester turned Icarus to leave.



Marine Corps Historical Events

The Germans in the water couldn’t believe it. Americans had shot at them as 
they abandoned ship and now they were being left to drown? But Jester had 
other problems on his hands: He didn’t know if more German submarines were 
in the area, and he didn’t know if he was authorized to take Germans aboard 
his cutter.

Jester radioed for guidance, finally receiving an answer half an hour later. Icarus 
was to turn around and retrieve the survivors from the water.

In the end, Icarus returned to shore with 32 prisoners of war. Several crew had 
gone down with the German submarine. Others died in the water. One man 
died of his wounds after he was pulled aboard the American ship.

The Germans would remain POWs for the duration of the war. The attached 
watercolor was done by Rathke during his time at Fort Bragg. It depicts U-352’s 
final moments.      

Tara Ross Writer



Marine Corps Historical Events

During this week in 1945, a United States Navy hospital corpsman engages in an action that 
would earn him the Medal of Honor. William David Halyburton was a North Carolina native who 
had once planned to serve as a minister.

In fact, Halyburton had gone so far as to enroll in Davidson College, where he planned to 
complete his studies. But then all his plans got put on hold. He joined the Navy in August 1943, 
just two days after his 19th birthday.

By the time Halyburton left for the Pacific in December 1944, he was a Pharmacist’s Mate 
Second Class. On May 10, 1945, he was serving with a Marine Rifle Company at Okinawa. The 
Marines were pushing back against an intense attack. Unfortunately, as Halyburton’s Medal 
citation describes, the Japanese were shooting down our Marines with “deadly accuracy.”
Halyburton was undeterred. Those Marines needed help, and he intended to give it to them.

He dashed across an open field amidst “a terrific concentration of mortar, machinegun and 
sniper fire,” and he made it to the wounded Marine who was farthest away. He was 
administering first aid when his patient was hit yet again by another Japanese bullet. Halyburton 
promptly used his body to shield the fallen Marine from the shrapnel and bullets that were 
flying everywhere. He continued on with his first aid, refusing to leave his patient.

Unfortunately, Halyburton took a hit while he was working to save the wounded Marine. The 
wound was mortal.

Think about it. As Halyburton set off across that field, he couldn’t have known whether the 
Marine was already too wounded to survive. He put his life on the line anyway, hoping it would 
be enough to save the Marine. And he went after the Marine who was farthest away and 
hardest to save.  Brave. Selfless. Heroic.

One of Halyburton’s high school classmates would later speak of the boy he’d known: “Billy 
Halyburton was one of a kind. . . . He was a man, all right, but he was still a compassionate, 
caring individual who belied his wartime status. Billy was one of those who truly believed in 
caring for his fellow man. That was his duty, that was his outlook, that was his way of life.”
Tara Ross Writer



COVID 19 mask Devil 
Dog style

No COVID 19 haircut but 
flying the ColorsMarines pre-COVID 19

Post COVID 19 cleanup 1st Saturday 
Phase 2



Capital City Young Marines

Semper Fi fellow War Dogs!

I recently took over XO for Capital City a few months ago and I’m very excited 
to lead our Young Marines into a new era! About myself, I enlisted in our 
beloved Corps from 2005-2013 as a 3521 Motor Transport Mechanic and 8159 
Marine Security Guard. I have multiple combat deployments to Iraq and 
Afghanistan and served three years in embassy duty at US embassies in 
Nigeria, Belgium, and El Salvador. I was lucky to serve in a multitude of billets 
and experience a lot of opportunities to lead and train fellow Marines. 
Currently, I am a Durham city police officer and I am working on completing 
my Bachelor's degree in Leadership at the University of Mount Olive.

Now, about our Young Marines. While COVID 19 has created some issues for 
our Young Marines to gather and train, we are overcoming, adapting, and 
resisting its talons. Right now we expecting to cancel a majority of the 
remaining training events for the year due to the Governor’s stay at home 
order. To combat this, we are conducting weekly Zoom meetings to still 
provide training and foster camaraderie. Once this order has lifted, we will 
resume in-person meetings and redetermine what other events we are able to 
complete.

Our Young Marine NCOs (YM/NCOs) are taking the lead by hosting each Zoom 
meeting. Each squad leader hosts an individual Zoom meeting and provides 
leadership training to their junior Young Marines. The platoon sergeant, 
YM/Cpl Alcantara, and unit gunnery sergeant, YM/GySgt Gorlesky, attend each 
squad meeting and provide additional support to our young squad leaders. 
Myself and Andy, the Unit Commander, host another weekly meeting with the 
YM/NCOs. During this meeting, the YM/NCOs inform us of current issues, 
solutions, and their needs. I then provide them some leadership training 
directly from Marine Corps material such as the handbook for Marine NCOs, 
Corporal’s and Sergeant’s Course materials, Marine Corps publications, and 
more. Our most recent training covered an article titled “Brilliance in the 
Basics” by Marine LtCol McCoy and how we can apply those principles to them 
as Young Marines.



Capital City 
Young Marines 
at their best 

Moving forward. Expect to see our Young Marine leaders taking more charge of the 
unit and engaging in more confidence-building activities. We are shifting from what 
was once a mostly “adult-driven” unit to a “Young Marine-driven” unit just like how 
NCOs run the Corps. We are expecting the Young Marines to perform at least 75% of 
the work (planning, creating, and perform events, yearly schedules, etc.) while the 
adults' transition to working only 25% of the time doing only things that the Young 
Marines are unable to have access to or unable to conduct.

Semper Fi and OORAH!

Sgt Lana Swanson
Capital City Young Marines XO





Marine Corps League
May 14, 2020 Minutes

1. Opening Ceremony - Zoom Meeting Due to Corona Virus

2. Thanks to All for Attending (Total of 17) 

3. Recognize Guests:  James Mitchell - Life member from Texas, petitioned for membership

4. Roll Call of Officers By – Adjutant: Gene Taxis
Present: online

Commandant, Bruce Goeden; Sr. Vice Commandant, Al Pasquale;    
Judge Advocate, Tyrone Ashe; President 733 Women's Auxiliary, Pamela Thomas;

Adjutant, Gene Taxis; Chaplain, Jeff Mixon; Eagle Scout Coordinator, David Gardener; Historian, 
Sean Van Pallandt

Absent or excused:
Jr. Vice Commandant, Stephan Hahn; Jr. Past Commandant, James Cox; Paymaster, James Cox; Sgt. 
At Arms, Kevin Jobst; CO Capital City Young Marines, Andy Waters 

5. Application for Membership or Transfer?
James Mitchell - MCL Life Member transferring in from Texas

6. Our Minutes of the previous meeting on March 4th, 2020 were published in the
Scuttlebutt and emailed to everyone. Motion to Accept the Minutes
By: __Al Pasquale______2nd the Motion: __Jim Lewis ______

Discussion – Hearing None - Voice Vote /Approved. 

7. Correspondence:
All correspondence from Dept. of NC has been forwarded to all members via 
E-mail or the Scuttlebutt.

8. Paymaster Report: For the month of March to present of 2020. No report 

9. Chaplain: Reports of Sickness, Distress or Death:
A. Pamela Thomas's Younger Brother Stage 3 Cancer. and her daughter gave birth to Premature 

twins. All are doing better. (Still keep them in your prayers)
B.  Richard Patrick and wife Cam / (keep them in your prayers)
C.  Matt Stokes wife, Louise keep her in your prayers 
D. Remember to pray for all members of our Detachment and also Joe Zaytoun along with   

Sandy and Lou Mazzu
E. Any other intentions? – none

10. The following Marine has Passed to Guard the Heavenly Gates:
Robert Gonier UCMC



Marine Corps League 
May 24, 2020 Minutes 

11.  STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS:

A. Sr. Vice Commandant – Al Pasquale = Fund Raisers in planning, City Barbeque, Golden 
Corral, and Belks

B. Jr. Vice Commandant – Stephan Hahn – Recruitment & Retention- Absent - no report
C. Judge Advocate –Tyrone Ashe = The original detachment 2015 bi-laws are in his possession, 

along with the admin procedures manual. He insisted they be brought to all league meetings along 
with Roberts Rules of how to conduct a meeting.

D. Jr. Past Commandant – James Cox – absent – no report
E.  Public Relations – Gene Taxis - no report
F.  Web Site and Facebook - James Mitchell, Jason Hall and Jeremy Tank – no report
F.  Sgt. At Arms – Kevin Jobst - absent - no report

G.  Monthly Shoot Activity – range remains closed 
H.  Budget and Finance = John Staley / Budget – Absent - no report
I.   Business Sponsor = Xavier Serrano, Marc McMullin, Mark Nostrum - absent - no report
J.   Capital City Young Marines – Andy Waters or Representative / As briefed at the recent staff 

meeting by the XO Marine Swanson; the CCY Marines are entertaining the possibility of building an 
obstacle course on property owned by a parent of A young Marine (77 acers). Presently they’re 
looking for an Engineer to plan and help build an “O “Course.  Jim Lewis offered an alternative, 
stating “there is already a challenge course at Bond park which could be used without worrying 
about legal complications and liabilities”. John Dilday follow up with the comment “our league 
would need a contract to preserve both integrity and permanent utilization, especially if we donate 
money or funds. Also reminded the detachment, the Scuse farm has a functional O course that 
could be used as a model.  

K.  Eagle Scouts – David Gardener – Scouts remain at home with no ceremonies planned until 
July 5th – no report of past activity. Presently the League supports the Scouts by presenting the 
Eagle Scout with a Citizens award along with the Frank Mansfield challenge coin. 

L.  Historian:  Sean Van Pallandt= Gave us a short history lesson dealing with the 1st Marine 
amphibious operation conducted 1801.

M. Marine Corps Ball- November 10th is a Tuesday.  Getting some pushback from some of the 
younger Marines of Detachment due to tough scheduling if held on a weekday. 

N.  Parades and Memorial Day = John Saitta -Downsized ceremony still scheduled at 10:00 
Monday morning 25th May 2020. Have 2 buglers,1 bag piper, 2 Young Marines and a no cost 
wreath.  Still working on a firing detail. There will not be a lunch following the ceremony like 
previous years.  

O.  Social /Planning = Spring and Fall picnic, Russ Oliver and Randall Rempfer
P.  Toys4Tots = Matt Stokes
Q.  VA Update: Sent out Via E Mail / Activities –Volunteers needed M-F 8-4 to help at Va.  
R.  Rifle raffle - James Lewis briefed no gun shows until stay at home order is lifted and the 

corona virus is contained.



Marine Corps League 
May 24, 2020 Minutes 

12. Unfinished Business
A. We now have a Tar Heel Detachment # 733, P. O. Box 3733, Cary NC 27519-3733 rented on 

a yearly basis. We will have one address for All Detachment Correspondence to be renewed yearly. 
By putting the requirement for the PO Box in the Bi Laws we will have a permanent Detachment 
address. This will eliminate confusion during administration changes.
We will have 2 staff members who can access the box at all times.

B. Detachment roster: discussion ensued concerning the creation and distribution of a 
Detachment roster to be made available to members of the detachment in order to facilitate 
communication and contact during emergencies. (Last Name, E Mail and listed phone)

1. Do members need to sign a release for their information?
2. Can members opt out? 

Jason Hall added insight stating, “for it to work (Trust among the membership) is paramount to 
controlling unauthorized use”. (Spam, phone networking, etc.). Motion to distribute a list was 
tabled until next full membership meeting.

C. 50th Anniversary Convention, we need Delegates (7) for the July 10 -11 2020, Charlotte, NC.
D. Budget: During the recent staff meeting a proposed budget was discussed which included a 

reduction of funds for the JROTC to $400.00 and the addition of $300.00 to the MCL Auxiliary. The 
motion to approve the proposed 2020-2021 budget was tabled until the next full membership 
meeting due to the need to review and discuss a corrected proposed budget. It was suggested the 
corrected budget be distributed (via email) to the membership 3-5 days before the scheduled full 
membership meeting, so all objections can be discussed and fixed. 

13.  New Business
A. Stencil of Tar Heel Detachment 733, Cary, NC to be put on our Marine Corps Flag at a cost of 

$24.00 for both sides (12 X 14 area). Motion to Accept the stencil made by Al Pasqualle______2nd

the Motion: __Jim Lewis __ Discussion – Hearing None - Voice Vote /Approved. 
B.  Meeting location and Day of week change to Post 67 at 8523 Chapel Hill Rd, Cary, 

NC 27513 and propose to move meeting from 1st Wednesday to 1st Thursday. Discussion included 
the fact the Church is a germ factory during corona 19 outbreak. Legion is well ventilated, ample 
storage available for our gear, small kitchen with microwave.  No charge to use facility. John Dilday 
recommended we send a small group to check the physical amenities and to make sure it is 
conducive to social distancing. Also, he recommended we get a contract with the Legion detailing 
no cost aspect and facility rules.  
John Booth recommended we consider using Zoom meetings, until we can safely conduct a full 
inhouse full membership meeting. Motion to move the meeting location and day of meeting was 
tabled.

C.   Does anyone have any special projects for the year ahead- None
D.   Quarterly Highway Clean Up:  As soon as the Governor lifts the stay at home order       for 

the State, we will conduct a cleanup the first available Saturday. I (Gene Taxis) will send out an 
email and follow up with text message to coordinate the effort. 



Marine Corps League 
May 24, 2020 Minutes 

14. Good of the League:  
A.  John Booth suggested staff meetings continue with Zoom technology, to include chat 

window, and displaying documents posted electronically for review. 
B.  When the Virus releases us, we will need you to again Donate Your Time and Talent!
C.  Any orders for Detachment Shirts Short Sleeve $25 W/Name $27. 

Long Sleeve Shirts $30 W/Name $ 32
D.  Name Tags are $9.00 each.  Your First and Last Name will be on it
E.  Let’s be One Team Again
F.  National Convention in Daytona Beach Florida August 9th thru 15th. For those dogs moving 

up to Pedigree Aug 9th thru 12th..

G.  Veterans Parade Nov 7th2020
H.   Purple Heart Dinner will be August 29th2020, more details to follow.
I.   Shuttle from North Gate Mall park lot to VA Hosp in Durham Daily every 15 min

15.  Announcements:
A. Any Announcements - none
B. The Young Marines will soon start meeting again on Monday’s at 1830 located at Cary 

Church of Christ 6640 Tryon Road, Cary, NC. Plan to Stop by and talk to the Young Marines once 
they are up and running again.

16. Closed. Meeting at 2030





Detachment
Business Sponsors

Military Missions for Action NROTC  JNROTC  Eagle Scouts             Toys for Tots 
Hope For Warriors Young Marines Youth Program USO - Raleigh Community Activities 
Marines Helping Marines Locally

The following list of business's and individuals are "Supporters" and Sponsors of the Tar Heel Detachment 733 of the 
Marine Corps League. We invite You to become a sponsor by downloading the Sponsor Form on our website 
(www.tarheelmcl.org) and mailing your tax deductible contribution to the Tar Heel Detachment.  Please consider using 
the following businesses. 

Thank you to the following sponsors of Marines, Youth, and the community:
• Salvio’s Pizza –Cary Restaurant  919-467-4600  salvio-pizza@gmail.com

• Rally Point Sport Grill– Cary Restaurant  919-678-1088  www.rallypointsportgrill.com

• Atlantic Tire & Service Auto Tire & Service  919-319-1614  ablackman@atlantictireonline.com

• Arvin’s Lawn Mower Repair Lawn Mower Repair  919-779-7404  5850 Fayetteville Rd., Raleigh, NC

• Denny’s of Raleigh & Garner Management Group   919-303-3300  www.densuccess.com

• Anna’s Pizzeria Restaurant 919-267-6237 919-285-2497 Apex and Fuquay-Varina, NC

• Cleveland Draft House Restaurant 919-550-3723 tomkane@clevelanddrafthouse.com

• Danny’s Bar-B-Que Restaurant 919-468-3995 dthompson36@nc.rr.com

• Gower’s Brake & Alignment Ral Auto Maintenance & Repair 919-834-5909 craigpounds@earthlink.net

• Murray's Tire & Auto Service Tire Sales/Repair/Maintenance Svc 919-821-0573 gary@murraystirebargains.com

The League is a not for profit organization within the provisions of IRS Code 501 (c) (4), with a special group 
exemption letter which allows for contributions to the Marine Corps League to be tax deductible by the donor. 
100% of all donations go to the following supported groups



Marine Corps 
League Raffle



MAY
Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa Su

27 28 29 30 1 2 3

4 WILLIAM
BURNS 

5 6
7 BRYAN        
DURAN 8 9 10

11

12 EDWARD 
GLEASON
WILLIAM 
HODGES 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23
24 MARC 
MCMULLIN

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

JUNE
Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa Su

1 Robert Gonier 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 David Butler

15 16 17 Steve Curlee 18 James Parker
19 Mitzi 
Manning 20 21

22
23 Suellen 
Beaulieu 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 1 2 3 4 5


